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Assignment #9
1) Prepare a Chat Profile in Word for your portfolio company.

- Download the template "Chat Profile in Word" from the class web site. Replace the information there with information related to your portfolio organization. You can use the "Sample Chat Profile" as a guide, if needed.


- The guest you profile should be one of the spokespersons you picked earlier.
 


- Choose a compelling subject for the chat -- something that will draw a crowd.

- Write a promotional paragraph for the chat. Pretend you are the webmaster at a high-traffic web site, like MSNBC Chat, and this paragraph is what you're going to use to draw a large audience for the chat.

- Write a short introduction for the guest to be used to start the chat. Tell about the guest's qualifications, and be sure to plug your portfolio company.

- Write five sample questions for the guest. They should deal with the subject of the chat; they should be detailed and specific and lead to short, clear answers; at least one should hard-hitting or a little uncomfortable for the guest to handle.

2) Review a Blog Tour. Use Google Blog Search or other search engines to find a recent blog tour done by an author or celebrity or expert of some kind. (Avoid any blog tours produced by Patron Saint Productions or Steve O'Keefe.) Follow in the footsteps of the Blog Tour and critique it from the perspective of a professional publicist. There is no template for this report. Some questions to answer:



+ Who was the celebrity doing the blog tour? When was it done?



+ What blogs were included on the tour? Provide a list.


+ Did the tour happen as advertised? Did all the sites participate?


+ Was the product promoted on each of the tour sites?


+ Was the guest properly introduced?



+ Were there many comments from readers? Any hostile comments?



+ Was the content interesting? What made it work (or not work)?


+ Which tour spots did a great job and which did a lousy job?



+ What do you think of this method of promoting? Was it worth it or not?

E-mail your completed Chat Profile and Blog Tour Report to the instructor no later than 4:00 p.m. Central Time, Saturday, April 2. Email to <sokeefe@tulane.edu>

Readings:

Chapter 12 on "Webinars" and three case histories -- chapters 25, 26, and 27 -- from the book, "Content Rules." 


