Assignment #7
1) Draft a short online newsletter for your portfolio company.

- See the Sample Online Newsletter, Text-Only Format in the Sample Assignments section of the class web site:

http://www.patronsaintpr.com/resources/tulaneclass.html
- There is no template for this assignment. Prepare the newsletter in Word (or your favorite word processor) and save a copy "as text only with line breaks."

- At a minimum, your newsletter should contain a masthead, one feature story (tip: offer your syndicated article), a couple news items, and standard closing elements such as copyright and unsubscribe instructions,

- Copy and paste from the "text only" version into an e-mail and send it to the instructor, Steve O'Keefe <sokeefe@tulane.edu>. NOTE: Do not attach the newsletter to e-mail; paste it into the body of an e-mail and send it with no attachments.
2) Write a review of an online newsroom. The instructor will assign a news room for you to review. If you have not received your assignment, please contact the instructor. Please provide a professional critique of the newsroom, including the following:

Name of the Company:

URL of the Newsroom:

Content: What content does the newsroom contain? Be specific. If it has news releases, does it have an archive? How many news releases? How are they organized? What types of files are offered: Images (what resolution?), Documents (what formats?), Multimedia (what types?).

Missing Content: Is there anything missing from the newsroom that you think it should have?

Stupid Content: Are there things in the newsroom that reflect poorly on the company, such as out-of-date events calendars, unmoderated message boards, etc?

Contact Information: How does the site handle providing contact information? Do they use personal information, generic information, forms? Is the contact information in the archives different from what's on the home page of the newsroom?

Navigation: How easy or hard is it to find things in the newsroom? If you were a reporter covering this company on a deadline, what grade would you give this newsroom, on a scale of one to ten, where ten is the best and one is the worst?

E-mail your completed review to the instructor no later than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, March 4, 2011.
Readings:

Chapter 22, "How the Internet is Changing News," from Online Public Relations, by Phillips and Young (about 12 pages).

